
OOut west, in the Yellowstone Country 
Club, a beautiful young blond princess 
bathes in a room with a view. The girl's 
!"#$%&'()*"+, -.((/, 0122*+, 3'4.$!3/, 5332, #,
white farm sink with soothing warm water. 
At almost two years old, bubble-cloaked 

Ellison might think that this remodeled 
kitchen with a view of the Beartooth 
Mountains was built especially for her. 
 Art and Kitty Lusse relocated to Billings from Missoula 
last fall to be closer to their daughter!s family, more speci#cally 
to be near their grandchild. Purchasing a home built in the era 
of shag carpet and cottage cheese ceilings, the Lusses found 
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inspiration in!uenced by the spectacular view from their 
new abode. Working with contractor Jeremy Freyenhagen 
of Freyenhagen Construction and kitchen designer Richard 
Mork of Kitchens Plus, the Lusses transformed the existing 
kitchen into a center of life and living.
 #ough walls now enclose a space once open to the sky, 
the room still o$ers vistas and captures the kiss of sunshine 
and the breath of pines and grasses from Mother Nature%s 
garden. #e new room%s style is country, in!uenced from the 
farmhouses of Tuscany with &la dolce vita,& the sweet life, 
exuding throughout.

 #e white-washed maple cabinets, built by DECOR 
Cabinet Company, glow in light hues of fresh hay and butter and 
carrying the name, champagne. #e bay window, unobstructed 
by coverings, is center stage looking out to mountains topping 
at '(,))) feet, framed by a majestic ponderosa pine and an 
open *eld slated for another nine holes of golf. A long dining 
room !anked by brand new Pella windows on one side leads 
into the kitchen and looks onto a newly constructed patio area 
that stretches alongside the house.
 At the entry of the kitchen, Kitty has dedicated space 
for the two most beloved people in her life. At one corner 
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is a cabinet with a lower cupboard 
belonging to Ellison, !lled with toys 
and learning materials. A quilt sits 
on the #oor nearby with a small toy 
horse on top. A #at screen television 
nestles in a space above. On the 
other side is an easy chair with an 
adjacent 
 Craftsman style wall light and 
a low counter for a laptop computer 
with shelving underneath. $%is 
is Art&s corner. He&s not a foodie,$ 
Kitty says with a smile. %is was 
her way to $bribe him to sit in the 
kitchen with me.$
 An island creates the focal point 
- an alluring gathering place as well 
as a spacious work area convenient to 
everything. Gentle ambiance shines 
from the !ve lights resembling 
candles hanging from the ceiling. 
%e soapstone countertop, cottage 
green with black glaze in color, 
de!nes and naturalizes the room. 
%e industrial material which is heat 
and stain resistant has been textured 
with a suede !nish. %e brushed 
surface brings softness to a material 
that is usually found slick and shiny 
in sterile laboratories. In contrast, 
the rest of the counter surfaces are 
covered with granite embodying the 
colors of earth: splotches of blacks, 
and shades of brown and gold on an 
o'-white background.
 At the front of the counter is a 
small table for Ellison and a guest. 
Kitty tells of Ellison coloring on this 
small square white table and dreams 
of cooking with her someday. She 
warmly speaks of her home as the 
$house of yes.$ As she does, Art 
walks into the room with their two 
dogs, a beagle called Lewis and 
a Golden Retriever with a green 
tennis ball in her mouth named 
Lady 
Montana. Kitty o'ers, $%is is a 
place where children and dogs are 
welcome.$ Ellison is encouraged to 
ride her tricycle in the house on the 
durable, easy to clean earth tone tiles 
found throughout.
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 !e kitchen not only welcomes 
fun but function. Rusticity is 
tempered with sleekness and 
modernity. Kitty#s desire for 
openness was compounded with 
$wanting everything in drawers, 
easy to grab.$ Kitchen designer 
Richard Mork provided Kitty 
two large pull out drawers by her 
%-burner KitchenAid Prostyle 
Dual-Fuel range for spices. Her 
&%-inch single bowl porcelain farm 
sink is within reach on one side and 
her KitchenAid refrigerator is steps 
away on the other. !e center island 
is just a twirl around. On the back 
wall is a bank of two full-height 
cabinets providing pantry space 
with a microwave positioned front 
and center. Mork#s personal creative 
contribution was making a knife 
holder by gluing pieces of maple 
together as he could not 'nd a 
similar item o( the shelf. A hole was 
cut in the granite and the holder was 
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placed !ushed to the counter tops for easy use and storage of 
the most important culinary tool.
 With the addition of four feet on the west side to the 
original patio footprint, a #$-by-$% square foot space was 
established for the new kitchen. Ground was excavated 
underneath for Art&s study resulting in an '-foot ceiling room 
with more Beartooth Mountain views from his strategically 
placed desk. From here Art and Kitty, both attorneys who 
have taught at the University of Montana and UM School of 
Law, base their business, Montana Mediators.
 In converting the patio area to the kitchen, Jeremy 
Freyenhagen tells of how, after making a concerted e(ort to 
keep the original roof, in the end, the roof was removed to 
be replaced by a vaulted ceiling. Over the summer of $%%', 
Freyenhagen erected the Lusse&s new kitchen, study and patio. 
)e Lusses remained in Missoula during the construction, so 
much of the communication was done via email with Kitty 
coming to Billings on occasion. Jeremy says, *I called them 
more than they called me. Our fort+ from start to /nish of a 
project is to make it as easy for the homeowner as possible.* 
He admits that *It is nice to have a trust factor between the 
contractor and the homeowner.*
 )e original kitchen, located o( of the dining area has 
now become the butler&s pantry. )e cabinets have been 
painted white, the !oors retiled and the old stove has been 
removed. )ough this is where Kitty keeps her extra dishes, 
the room has become the place where her son-in-law, John 
Edwards, demonstrates his mixology talents during social 
gatherings. With ample glassware and supplies along with 
a refrigerator, a dishwasher, a sink, and lots of counter space, 
even the most /nicky bartender will be happy.
 )ough the Lusses continue to remodel other parts of 
their house, the room that is most used is complete. Kitty can 
entertain her family and friends in ease. She can share her 
favorite one-dish ethnic specialties such as Spanish paella 
and Indian curries. She can decorate the space by the bay 
window with the changing of the seasons and the holidays. 
At Christmas-time, Kitty /lled the window shelf with 
*glitter trees, gold stars and gold candles. )is is a place that 
I can get really tacky* Kitty joyfully 
admits. )is Easter, Kitty will /ll the 
shelf with her collection of bunnies 
surrounded with moss topiaries and a 
large basket brimming with treats.
 )e view of the Beartooth 
Mountains may reign from far away 
into this kitchen, but as Ellison grows 
up in this room, she will experience 
many fond memories, thanks to her 
grandparents Kitty and Art Lusse. 

Businesses 
Involved:

Bloedorn Lumber
Freyenhagen Construction

Kitchen's Plus
Pella Windows & Doors

A p r i l / M a y  2 0 0 9
 83


